
Krakow, 18.12.2013

The appeal of Krakow academia to the international community in defense of the oppressed
student activists of Euromaidan in Kyiv and throughout, especially Eastern and Southern
Ukraine by the Ukrainian authorities.

We, the participants of three "Support Actions of Euro-integration of Ukraine in Krakow", turn to
you with an urgent appeal to cease repression used by the Ukrainian authorities against activists of
Euromaidan in Kyiv and other academic centers throughout Ukraine. We know that the repression has
intensified, especially after the signing of the Russian-Ukrainian economic agreements on December 17th,
2013, in Moscow. The Ukrainian authorities recognize that signing the agreements by the presidents of
Ukraine and the Russian Federation solved accumulated over the years economic, socio-political and
civilizational problems of Ukraine. As in the days of slowly withdrawing communism, the current
Ukrainian authorities on the one hand organized paid rallies in support of their policy which is unfair and
devoid of any perspective, and on the other hand – they repress student activists for their participation in
Euromaidan, an organization which they consider as unreasonable, disturbing public order and therefore
illegal. This is another example of resorting to double standards and to the selective use of politically
motivated rule of law and unjust judgments. The Ukrainian authorities seem to be disregarding the main
cause of the protest of participants of Euromaidans, which is the withdrawal of the Ukrainian government
from signing a long promised and prepared association agreement with the European Union. Nationwide
protest of Ukrainians today is all the more justified and correct due to the fact that the decision made by
the executive authorities of Mykola Azarov’s government to withdraw from the signing of this agreement
violated the current Constitution of Ukraine (since the executive authorities made it without any
consultation and approval of parliament and representatives of civil society).

Additionally, it is quite a curious fact that unfavorable contracts for natural gas prices in 2009 were
signed by the prime ministers of both countries: Yulia Tymoshenko and Vladimir Putin. Currently,
however, agreements signed in Moscow, including also one on gas prices, have been similarly signed
bypassing the parliament and the public, with the difference that they have not been signed by the prime
ministers, as it was before, but by the presidents - Viktor Yanukovych and Vladimir Putin.

The strangest and intelligible only to the inside circle is the fact that the hostage of the gas war
erupting for years, in addition in winter, not accidentally became former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko. As expected by some of the EU countries former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko signed a
gas contract with then Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin. It is therefore appropriate to ask when
energy solidarity will be agreed on by the European Parliament which is required to eliminate from the
policy of the EU countries a political factor in determining gas prices, which are being established, as can
be seen, not with "Gazprom" but directly with the president of the Russian Federation. Only after
establishing market free from policy pricing for gas, a thorough and comprehensive free trade area
(CEFTA), which is an integral part of the Association Agreement will be possible. Only by ensuring the
market prices for gas trade governed by the economic calculus and the promotion of social welfare in
European countries can be possible.

We sincerely hope that in understanding the root causes of the conflict between the Ukrainian
authorities and the Ukrainian society, the international community will follow in the footsteps of the new
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany Frank-Walter Steinmeier and Chancellor
Angela Merkel, British Prime Minister David Cameron, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sweden Carl Bildt, and
especially in the footsteps of the highest authorities of the Republic of Poland who for years actively and
consistently supported euro-integration desires of Ukraine.

It is a well-known fact that the latest Russian-Ukrainian agreement signed in Moscow with the
reduction" of prices for gas, Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier brilliantly and aptly described as being as
"scandalous" as beating the peacefully demonstrating Ukrainian youth at Euromaidans.

We also hope that the agreement signed in Moscow will not prevent the signing of the association
agreement between EU and Ukraine.

We would like to stress the fact that the leaders of countries of the European Union and the
representatives of the highest authorities of the European Parliament who have repeatedly debated with
the highest authorities of Ukraine, invited to Brussels and other EU capitals, promising fulfilling all the
conditions necessary to sign an association agreement in Vilnius, have a mandate to visit Euromaidan



square in Kyiv, which is not only the capital of the Ukrainian authorities, but mainly the capital of the
Ukrainian society which peacefully expresses their opposition.

The authorities of the European Parliament and EU leaders therefore do not interfere in any way in
the internal affairs and the problems of Ukraine as it is claimed by the Russian authorities. They only want
to understand the reasons for the sudden resignation of the Ukrainian authorities from the Association
Agreement with the European Union which has been prepared and achieved over the years. The essential
part of unheard Ukrainian society that has been deceived and ignored for three weeks by the Ukrainian
authorities expects yet again the signing of such an agreement. This is the Ukrainian society which bears
the costs of a trade war with Russia, but peacefully demonstrates its European future at Euromaidans
throughout Ukraine and the democratic world.

We deeply believe that with the realization of a difficult situation in mind to which the Ukrainian
people were led to by the Ukrainian authorities, the international community will share our concern for a
peaceful solution to the conflict in Ukraine by entering a dialogue between the authorities and the public.

Our request for assistance of the international community is to start a dialogue of the Ukrainian
government with the protesters and peaceful solution to the political crisis and socio-cultural life of
Ukraine which has been independent from Russia for 22 years are heightened by the experience of our
parents, who survived the drama of martial law, introduced in 1981 in Poland by Wojciech Jaruzelski and
interpreted to this day in some circles of society in Poland as choosing "the lesser evil".

As we have seen it from participation in Euromaidan in Kyiv, the aim of Euromaidan peaceful
demonstrations in Kyiv and throughout Ukraine is to let the good defeat evil, and the truth win over the
falsehood. The youth of Euromaidans preaches these values but the current Ukrainian authorities refuse
to be attentive, resorting to falsifying reality, especially the elections for all levels of government.

We want to emphasize the fact that the youth protesting at Euromaidans direct the most
important question to the authorities of their country: why have the EU Association talks been stopped?
Since the authorities do not respond to this fundamental question put forward by the youth in Kyiv, we,
as participants of Euromaidan in Kyiv - on behalf of our Ukrainian fellows, are committed to ask these
questions with the hope that with our help, their voice will eventually be heard by the Ukrainian
authorities, and that questions about the fate of their homeland’s future asked by the protesting youth
will be understood and resolved peacefully.

For us, the signatories of this appeal studying the history and life of modern Ukraine - as future
analysts of political, social and cultural life, as well as for youth in Ukraine at Maidan, the following, most
crucial issues for the future functioning of Ukraine and decisions of Ukrainian authorities remain
incomprehensible:

1) We do not quite understand in which political system in Ukraine the socio-political issues are
resolved? Is it a presidential-parliamentary system or is it changed in violation of the Constitution in force
before and after 2010 changed to the presidential? On what basis, then, did the Prime Minister and the
Mykola Azarov’s Government without the approval or even consultation with the parliament stop the
accession talks with the EU?

2) How do you explain the fact that determining the price of gas at $405 per m3 in 2009 then
signed by the Prime Minister of Russia Vladimir Putin, and the former Prime Minister of Ukraine – Yulia
Tymoshenko (imprisoned at the moment), now analogous Ukrainian- Russian agreement in Moscow fixing
the price gas was signed by the President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin and the Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovych?

Academic circles of Krakow who are diligently observing and analyzing the facts and developments
in Ukraine have problems understanding conflicting decisions undertaken by the Ukrainian authorities
and often unjustified signing of the documents. This phenomenon is also not understood by the Ukrainian
experts themselves as it has been recounted to us by our Ukrainian friends in Kyiv.

We would like to inform that a group of students of Ukrainian Studies of the Jagiellonian University,
who visited Euromaidan in Kyiv on 12-15 December, where they had the opportunity to personally
become convinced that the efforts of our Ukrainian peers to resolve the conflict in Ukraine results solely
from the pure intentions, and is undertaken by the students in a peaceful way and in accordance with the
law.

With this knowledge, we believe that it is unacceptable to use repression against our fellow
Ukrainians (the facts of the occurrence can be verified by contacting the organization of Euromaidan SOS).
For the presented above reasons, we turn to the international community with the kind request as to



defend the repressed Euromaidan participants who are not listened to by the Ukrainian authorities and to
help participants achieve their legitimate demands for a European future of Ukraine.

As recently the Ukrainian authorities have taken a number of illegal decisions and what is more, the
government of Mykola Azarov is not able to hold the talks, the start of a dialogue with the society is very
urgent and requires immediate assistance from the international community. Azarov’s government
participated in the rigged presidential elections in 2004 and the investigation has not been initiated so far,
as it is done in such situations in any democratic country.

The current Prime Minister Mykola Azarov does not even hide the fact that he took revenge on
those who in came to power not through elections but in the events of the Orange Revolution. According
to the Party of Regions, in 2004 Viktor Yanukovych won the second round of elections, but showing his
patience, Viktor Yanukovych relinquished power under pressure from the creators of the Orange
Revolution.

We hope that with the support of the international community, the truth which is necessary for fair
elections will prevail in Ukraine and this will help the authentic Ukrainian authorities emerge and
understand the cause of eternal misery of Ukrainians and desires of their fathers and grandfathers.

Therefore, we kindly ask all the international community to support our fellows in Ukraine.

Organizers of the three "Support Actions of Euro-integration of Ukraine in Krakow"

Koło Wschodnie Studentów Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego
Grażyna Malinowska
e-mail: wschodnie.poczta@gmail.com

Koło Naukowe Studentów Ukrainoznawstwa Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego „Wernyhora”
Jacek Wojciechowski
e-mail: wernyhora@e-mail.ua

Koło Naukowe Ukrainistów UJ
Klaudia Raczek
e-mail: kn.ukrainistow@gmail.com

Katedra Ukrainoznawstwa
Wydziału Studiów Międzynarodowych i Politycznych Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego
Włodzimierz Mokry
e-mail: ukrainoznawstwo@uj.edu.pl

Katedra Ukrainoznawstwa WSMiP UJ
ul. Piłsudskiego 13
31-109 Kraków
Polska – Poland

P.S. Enclosed please find the attachment of our poster presenting the most significant facts in the
history of Ukraine, which was used at our demonstrations in Krakow and in Kyiv.


